Continuing Professional Development
Summary of Requirement for Kentucky Engineers

This summary is taken from “201
KAR 18.196”, the state regulation
governing the implementation of the
CPD requirements for Professional
Engineers in Kentucky.

The requirement begins with those

who renew their License — June 2010,

(Last name beginning with L thru Z)
You have calendar years 2008 &
2009 to acquire your 30 PDHs.

During the two (2) calendar
years prior to renewal, a PE must
complete a total of thirty (30) PDHs
(Professional Development Hours)
(One PDH is equal to 50 minutes of
instruction/presentation time). If a
PE exceeds the 30 PDHs — you may
carry up to 15 PDHs forward to the
next renewal,

The following information should
be kept in case you are involved in
an audit and must demonstrate that

you have met the CPD requirements:

“the date of the activity, sponsor-
ing organization, location, activ-
ity title, description, presenter’s
name, and PDH units earned”.
(FYI — this information is included
on any certificate you receive from
the Kentucky Engineering Center -
KSPE/ACEC-KY).

What type of CPD experience
“qualifies? Any activity “beyond
the basic educational requirements. .
. directly related to the professional
growth and development of the
professional engineer. . . confaining

technical, ethical, or managerial sub-

jects”. The regulation goes on and
on about the possibilities, including
teaching, publishing, in-house semi-
nars, etc, etc. The bottom line is that
you as a PE must determine what is
beneficial to you as a professional at

this point in your career, There is no
approval or pre-approval process
that you need to satisfy.

When you renew your license
you will be asked to confirm that
you have fulfilled the required 30
PDHs — and that’s it, unless you are
audited. If you are audited you will
need to provide the information men-
tioned above and if there is a dispute,
you will have 180 calendar days to
get things straightened out before
any action is taken.

Note: state in KRS 322.290 (16) (c)
“Any person licensed under this chap-
fer as a professional engineer prior to
January 1, 1972, who has maintained
his or her license in good standing
since becoming licensed shall not be
subject to any continuing education
requirements.”

The Regulation implementing CPD for Kentucky’s Professional Engineers

201 KAR 18:196. Continuing professional development

for engineers.

RELATES TO: KRS 322.180{3), 322.190, 322.290(16)

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 322.290(16)

NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 322.290(16)
requires the board fo adopt a pregram of continuing education for pro-
fessional enginsers. This administrative regulation establishes require-
menis for the continuing professional development program mandated
by KRS 322,280{16) for professional engineers.

Section 1. Definitions. (1) "Continuing professional development”
or "CPD” means pariicipation In activities beyond the basic educa-
tional requirements that:

{a) Provide speclfic content to Improve the professional engineer's
compstence;

(b) Encourage acquisition of new skills and knowledge required to
maintain competence;

(¢) Strengthen the professional engineer's critical inquiry and bal-
anced judgment;

(d) Raise the ethical standards within the professional community; and

{e) Meet the requirements established by the provisicns of this

administrative regulation.

{2) “Dual licensee” means a person licensed as both a profes-
sional engineer and a professional land stirveyor,

(3) “Licensee™ means a person licensed as a professional engineer.

(4} “Professional development hour” or “PDH" means not less

than fifty (50) minutes of instructicn or presentation that meets the
requirements of this administrative regulation.

(5} “Reporting period” means the two (2) calendar years preced-
ing the June 30 deadline for renewal of license.

Section 2. Program Structure. (1) Except as provided in Seclion 6
of this administrative regulation, a licensee shall complete a minimum
of thirty {30) PDH units each reparting pariod.

{2) If a licensee exceeds the requirement, a maximum of f fteen
(15) PDH units may be carried forward to the next reporting period.

(3) PDH units earned by a dual licensee under this administrative
regulation may also be used to meet the land surveyor requirements
under 201 KAR 18:192 if the PDH units meet the requiremanis of that
administrative regulation.

(4) Failure to earn the required PDH units shall constitute unpro-
fessional conduct.

Section 3. Criteria for Professional Developmeant. (1) Continuing
education hours applicable fo the renewal of the license shall be
directly related to the professional growth and development of the pro-
fessional engineer.

(2) PDH units may be earned by successful completion of the fol-
lowing activities:

{(a) College courses;

{b) Continuing education courses;

{c) Correspondence, televised, videotaped, distance learning, and
other short course or tutorials;

(d) Presenting or attending seminars, in-house courses, work-




shops, or professional or technical presentations made at meetings,
conventions, or conferences;

(&) Teaching or insfructing in paragraphs (a) through (d} of this
subsection;

(f} Authoring published papers, articles, books, or accepted licens-
ing examination items; and

(g) Active participation in professional or technical societies as
authorized in Section 4(6)

(3) In order to qualify for credit, activitles dsscribed in subsections
(1) and (2) of this secticn shall:

{a) Be relevant fo the practice of engineering;

(b} Contain technical, ethical, or managerial subjects;

(c} Be an arganized program of leamning;

(d) Be conducted by individuals with educatlon, training, or exper-
fise; and

{e) Not include in-service fraining, orlentaticn to specific institutional
policies and practices, or ime used to salf or advertise a product.

{4) CPD activities shall earn credit only if substantially different
from a course for which credit was granted in the previous two (2)
calendar years. -

(5) PDH units shall be converted as jollows:

(a) One (1) university semester hour shall equal forty-five {45)
PCH units,

(b) One (1} university quarter hour shall equal thirty (30) PDH
units.

(¢) For teaching an activily established in Section 3(2), multiply
the number of PDH units earned by participants for that activity by two
2.

(d) Each published paper, article, or book shall equal ten (10)
PDH units.

(e) Active participation in professional or technical society shall

equal two (2) PDH units for each organization.

Section 4. Determination of Credit. (1) Credit for college or uni-
versity courses shall be based upon course credit established by the
college or university.

(2) Credit for qualifying seminars and workshops shall be based upon
one (1) PDH for each fifty (50) minutes of Instruction or presentation.

(3) Attendance at qualifying programs presented ai professional
or technical soclety meetings shall earn PDH units for the actual time
of each program.

{4) Credit for correspondence, televised, videotaped, distance
learning, and cther short courses or futorials shall be the equivalent
PDH units recommended by the program author subjest to board
review,

{5) Teaching credit shall be valid for teaching a course or seminar
for the first time only.

(8)(a) Credit for active parficipation in professional or technical
societies shall require that the licensee serve as an officer commitiee
chair of the organization.

(b) PDH units shall not be earned until the end of each year of
service is completed.

Section 5. Recordkeeping. (1) The licensee shall be responsible
for maintaining records used to support PDH units claimed.

{2) Records required include:

{a) A log showing the date of the activity, sponsoring organization,
location, activity title, description, presenter's name, and PDH units
sarned; and

{b) Attendance certification recerds in the form of completion cer-
tificates or other documents supporting evidence of attendance.

Section 6. Exemptions and Extensions. (1) A licensee shall be
exampted from continuing professicnal development requirernents for
the calendar year in which initially licensed by the board.

(2) An individual who has selected inactive or retired status shall
ba exempt from the requiraments of this administrative regulation.

(3) A licensee who is unable to satisfy the CPD reguirement
because of physical disability, illness, or other extenuating circum-
stance shall be exemptied for the reporting period in which the disabil-
ity, illness, or extenuating circumstance cccurs.

{4) The board shall grant an extension of time to fulfill the CPD

requirament for an extenuating circumstance.
(5) An exemption or extension request shall be made in wriling
with supporting documentation.

Section 7. Reinstatement. Before a license shall be reinstated
by the board, a former licenses shall earn the PDH units required for
each reporting period the license was revoked, suspended, or expired,
up to a maximum of sixty (@) PDH units.

Section 8. Reporting. (1) On the biennial renswal form, a licenses
shall certify whether or not the licenses has met the requirements of
this administrative regulation.

(2} Biennial renewal forms recelived after September 1 shall be
subject o the audit process established in Section 9 of this adminis-
trative regulation.

Seclion 9. Audits. (1) Compliance with the CPD requirements
shall be defermined through a random selection pracess in which a
computer program shall select five () percent of the licensees filing
hlenntal renewal forms on or before Septernber 1 of that year.

(2) A licensee who Is the subject of an investigation pursuant to
KRS 322,190 shall be subjected to the audit requirements of this sec-
tion.

(3) A licensee selected for audit shall provide the board with docu-
mentation as described in Section 5 of this administrative regulation
within thirty (30} days of the board's request.

(4) If the board disallows credit dus to the activity not meeting the
requiremants of Section 3(2) of this administrative regulation, or if the
PDH units reported are lass than thirty {30), the licensee shall have
180 calendar days after notification to substantiate the original claim
or eam other PDH unifs to meet the requirement.

(5) Failure to comply with the CPD requirements shall be consid-
ered a violation of KRS 322.180(3) subjecting the Hcenses to disciplin-
ary action.

(6) An audit resulting In a determination of noncompliance shall
subject the licensee to an automatic audit the next reporting period
and each subsequent reporting period until an audit results in a deter-
mination of compliance. {34 Ky.R. 1299; 1705; eff, 2-1-2008, 2206;
2390; eff. 6-8-2008.)

KRS 322.290 (the statute requiring CPD
for Engineers in Kentucky)

(16) Adopt a program for continuing education for
its individual engineering licensess.

{a)} The program for continuing education shail
not exceed a total of fifteen (15) credit clock hours
per year and shall not include testing or examina-
tion of the licensee in any manner.

(b) No individual engineer licensee shall be
permitted to renew his or her license unless the
minimum annual continuing education requirements
are met, except as provided in paragraph (c) of this
subsection, in addition fo any other requirement for
renewal.

(c) Any person licensed under this chapter as a
professional engineer prior to
January 1, 1972, who has maintained his or her
license in good standing since bacoming licensed
shall not be subject to any continuing education
requirements.




